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THE PREFACE. 



1 he obfcrving of days appointed by civil 
governors for the purpofe of religious adts, as 
of public humiliation or thankfgiving, being 
objected to by many of my brethren, I wifh 
*v to inform them, in this Preface, of the light . 

in which I confider it, as a vindication of my 
own pra&ice. 

Since fbcieties of men are as dependant on 
the Supreme Being as individuals, public wor- 
ship is as proper in itfelf as private, and if a 
whole nation could be afTembled in one place, 
and a perfon could be heard as fpeaking for 
them all, this would be as proper as the wor- 
ship of a fingle parifh. But what cannot be 
done in one affembly may be done in many, 
and if any one time (which is on feveral ac- 
counts mod proper) be fixed upon for any aflt 
of national worfhip, it muft be done by per- 
. fons invefted with civil authority f With us 
it is done by the King's proclamation, but as 
this has not, in this country, the force of law, 
it can only be confidered as an advice, or re- 

, Aj <juifition t 



IV PREFACE* 

quifition, not enforced by any civil penalty j 
and both the Quakers and many Diffentera 
are well known to difobey this requifition 
with impunity. 

But it is faid*we are Called upon to do a 
thing that we difapproveu Many perfons think 
the war, in which we are engaged, to be un- 
jujt, and yet we are called upon to pray for 
fuccefe in it, as zjuft and neceffcCry, wa^ Still, 
however, if we think the fituatipn of th$ 
country to be fuch as to give propriety to, an 
aft of public humiliation and prayer, we rxiay 
obey the civil magiftrate i$ affembling on the 
day th^t he (hall appoint, but ufe our own 
judgment with refpe£t to the manner in which 
the fervice .ftiaU. be conducted; and we ill 
know that, thir^k and a<$ as we pleafe, the 
Almighty will be dir$<9te4 by his own wif- 
dom, ^nd no{ by outs. 

Let us luppole a number of perfons, on 
board a (hip, fo lone becalmed as to be in 
ganger of perifhmg for want 9f prqvifiQns, and 
the captain tq order, oj: ^dvi£e, them to 
pray, either by thernfelyes, or in parties, as 
jhey {hall tfeirjfe proper j apd, conceiving that a 
y^iiid. from th^ eaft wqu14 fqweft bring them 
jp^ faf? h^bopr., Should fa,rt£er 4/re£t thenp 



PREFACE. V 

to pray for it, ^ftilefeveral of the £re\# fhbuld 
bb of opinion, that a wind froth the weft 
would ferve them better; might' they not all 
j*o to their devbtiohs at the farrie tfme, though, 
following their own beA judgments, they 
fhcfuld pray for whatever wind they thought 
proper, or with true piety pr*ay for relief in 
general, or, with more piety (till, content 
themfelves with ekpreffiiig their entire refig- 
riatibn to the will of God, whether he fliould 
think prober to relieve them or not ? 

Oh this principle, rny predeceflbr Dr. 
Price, as wfcll as myfelf, and iriany oth^t 
Diffenters, always obferved the days appointed 
for public fafts in the coiirfe of the American 
war, though we by no means adopted the 
language of the prayers published by authority 
for the ufe of the clergy on thofe occafions. 

It cannot be fuppofed that,, in a whole na- 

* • . 

tion, confifting of feveral millions of perfons, 
there fhould be only one opinion with refpedt 
to. all, or almoft any, meafures of adminiftra- 
tion. It may be taken for granted, that if 
they think at all, they will think differently ; 
and confequently, if they be honeft men, they 
will be difpofed to adt differently, except that, 
in cafes of a merely civil nature, they will 

A3 think 



think it right to acquiefce in the decifion of 
the majority, whatever it be* For without 
this the fociety muft be diflblved. 

I will take this opportunity, however, of 
obferving, that as it is right in the minority 
to fubmit to the decifion of the majority, it 
will be wife in the majority to bear with any 
mere difference of opinion in the minority, and 
to throw no impediment in the way of the 
freed difcuffion of their differences. For this 
is the only method of dete&ing erfor, fpecula- 
tive or practical, and of improving the condi- 
tion of man ; and no inftitution of man can be 
abfolutely pcrfedl. 

Every attempt to fupprefs opinion by force, 
is fuch a cohfeflion of the weaknefs of any 
caufe, and of an utter inability to maintain it 
by reafon and argument, that there is no in* 
fiance in hiftory in which it has anfwered, ot 
in which it has not operated to Overturn 
what it was intended to eftablifh. What did 
an Index Expurgatorius, copious as it was, do 
for the Church of Rome ? On this account I 
am concerned to fee, what looks like the 
commencement of an Index Expufgatorius for 
the conftitution of England. 

In cafes in which the commands of man are 

appre- 






ajpprfehended to interfere with the Commands 
of God, there can be no hefitation which we 
ought to prefer ; and therefore 4 wife nation 
will carefully avoid all unneceffaf y interference 
of civil government with matters of religion* 
For as men who think at all, will think diffe- 
rently, to enforce obedience to 4ny commands* 
which fome perfons may apprehend to be con* 
trary to the laws of Godj attd the di&ates of 
confcience* may be to alienate the affe&iohs o£ 
the moft valuable members of the community, 
and lead to their banilhment and extirpa- 
tion, which cannot be for the advantage of 
any ftate. 

This is my apology for the freedom With 
which I have, upon all occafions, advanced fuch 
opinions, as have appeared to me to be true 
and important, though contrary to thofe 
which have the countenance of the ftate, and 
alfo againft all connexion between religion 
and civil government ; and a good opportunity 
of repeating my teftimony againft this abufe 
of religion having occurred in this difcourfe* I 
have not declined availing myfelf of it. 

In no other refpe&s will it be pretended, 
that 1 have, on this occafion* obtruded ipy 
opinion with refpeft to any political fubje&* 

A 4 If 



If perfons of all parties would cultivate that 
fpirit of piety, which it ha,s been my endea- 
vour to inculcate in this difcourfe, it would 
tend to leffen their animofity agaitift each 
other, and would either unite them in the 
feme views of things, or remove every real 
inconvenience from the circumftance of their 
differing. 

I have not, I own, concurred with the 
vieWS of the governing powers of this nation, 
in praying for the fuccefs of our arms in this 
\yar, any mote than I did in that with Ame- 
rica; becaufe I do not think that fuch fuccefs 
would be of any advantage to this country,, 
and in this I am by no means fingular. But 
I.fincerely pray tha,t the w*r may terminate 
in the firmer cftabliihment of the liberties 
and happinefe of this country, and of every 
other country in Europe} and whether it be 
vj&ory or- defeat,, that will moft conduce to 
tfclis end* I finfcerely wifli and pray for it. 
^ I have not ferupled to intimate my appre* 
hpnjiqqs^ that 'the prefent war, whatever be 
its progrefi} or termination, will only be the 
be^inniflig. of tfjo^blea in Europe ; and in^this, 

Iovkh> I h^ve greater apprehenfions from the 
fpecefs^ t}>%n from the defeat, of the prefent 

com- 
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Ctttt&mation againft France. But I do not 
pretend to prophecy, and I (incerely pray that 
Khe evils which I fear are approaching, rftay 
be : deferred as long as poffible, and that the 
4 wi(3om and moderation of our councils may 
contribute to fo good an end. Let this 
country treat me as it will, I (hall always 
remember with fatisfa&ion the happinefs t 
have enjoyed in : it, as more than a balance 
for the injuries I have received from it. 1 
am conlciouy that I have always' meant 
to a& the part of a good citizen, whether 
my (er vices have been acceptable or not, and 
however I may be difpofed of, I (hall always 
be a (incere friend and well-wifher to iuy 
native country. 

Mr. Burke has (aid in the Houfe of Com- 

* 

mcrtis, that I have " declared hoftility to the 
44 conftitution of this .country." But after be- 
ing publickly and repeatedly called upon to 
produce any authority for his aflertion, it now 
fufficientiy appears, that he has neither ability 
to maintain his charge, nor virtue to retract 
ft. If I be an enemy to this country, I was 
(b during more than twenty years of my ac- 
quaintance with him. For the freert of 
my writings, in which I declared myfelf 

moft 



* PREFACE. 

tnoft hqftile to the civil eftablifliment of* 
chriftianity, as a part of the conftitution of 
this country, was publifhed before I knew 
him ; and of this he never in all that time in- 
timated the leaft difapprobation. If there be 
men who are really dangerous in any country, 
they are fuch calumniators as he $ and if any 
mifchief is to be apprehended to this country 
from political writings, it has been wholly 
occafioned by his own. 

With fome whofe apprehenfions are 
greater than their wifdom, every perfon who 
propofes any reformation in the conftitution, 
is an enemy to it, and to wifli for a change 
in the conftitution, is to be an enemy to the 
country. But furely a man may be a friend 
both to his country and the conftitution of 
it* without thinking either of them to be the 
beft poffible, or the beft in the world. All 
that reafon requires is, that a man conform 
to the laws, and fupport the government of 
his country when called upon to do it ; and 
this I (hould be ready to do if I lived in Tur- 
nkey, and had been protected by the govern- 
ment of it ; protedion and fupport being re* 
ciprocal duties. 

Evert in this moft arbitrary government, I 

ihould 
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fhould not fuppofe that it would be deemed 
treafonable, or feditious, to maintain in argu* 
ment, that there might be, or that there ac- 
tually were, better fdrms of government than 
theirs. The expectations of fome perfons 
with refpe£t to the government of this coun- 
try, by King, Lords, and Commons, are as ridi- 

. culous as the condtidt of the knights errant in 
the days of chivalry, fo much regretted by 
Mr. Burke, in which they thought them- 
selves obliged to maintain, that all the ladies 
to whofe fervice they had devoted themfelves, 
were, without exception, the moil beautiful 
and accompliihed of women. 

All good is relative, and therefore what is 
the beft for Englifhmen, with their peculiar 
habits and prejudices, may not be the beft for 
all nations. And the fyftem that- anfwers 
its purpofe fo well, as that it fhall not be 
Worth while to rifk any material change, or 
revolution, may yet be capable of much im- 
provement. Indeed, if the injuries it receives 
from time be not repaired, it will at length 
become quite another thing, from that which 

, had been the fubjedfc of our encomiums. It 
will be, to ufe a comparifon not quite fo 
grave as tfre occafion might require, like re- 
peating 
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peatingtoan old woman of eighty, the poerimrf 
that were addrefted to her when (he warf 
twenty. The old lady might be <vt\\ enough 
pleafed with the flattery, and the flatterer* 

m 

might fucceed in gaining 1 her good graces,' 
And fomething to compenfate for the ridicule 
to which he would expofe himfelf ; but he 
certainly would m<lk£ himfelf the fubjeft oi 
ridicule. Irt this fituatlon, according to un- 
contradicted report, (lands K#r. Burke. 

As my Letter fo t 'he Editor of the Morning 
Chronicle > in reply to the calumny of Mr. 
Burke, has only appeared in the News Papers, 
and many of my readers may nrit have feeri if, 
I fhall fubjoin it to this Preface. ' 

Now that I have occafibh (o mention ' ttie 

r 

fubje<3: of calumny, by which I have already 
fuffered fo tiiuch, and, in the prefent ftate of 
tinen's minds, am expofed to fuffer ftill more, 
I fhall obferve that, in an account of the flate 
of Birmingham, tranfmitted to the Miniftry 
on the 14th of December laft, and which is 
become the fubjeft of mtich converfation, it is 
laid, that " the oiily people there from whom 
" any thing is to be apprehended, are fome 
€i young men brought up under Prieftley.* 
This information could only proceed front 



ignorance 
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ignprance or malice. All the young men to 
whom I ever gave any le&ures in Birming*- 
ham 9 were thofe of my own congregation , on 
the fubjeft of natural and 'revealed religion, as I 
jiow dp at Hackney, and to whom I jiever 
mentioned the fubje£k of politics. And I think 
I can engage for all of them, that, whatever 
be their political opinions, which they could 
not learn from me, they may be depended 
upon, frqm a principle of religion, for a quiet 
fubm,iflion to the laws of their country, whe* 
ther they approve, of them or not. 



*fo the Editor of the Morning Chronicle. . 

SIR, 

Taking it for granted that your account of 
Mr. Burke's fpeech, in the debate on Mr. 
Sheridan's late motion, may be depended upon, 
I beg leave, through the channel of your Pa- 
per, to aik him, what authority he had for af- 
ierting, as he did, that '* I gave my nai<neta 
" the fentimeqts in the Correfpondence of 
" the Revolution Society in England with the 
<# Jacobin Societies in France; fentimenjts. 
<< adverfe to our Conftitution?" That Cpr-» 
j;efpondence I hav,e. feen, but have ,not ye$ 

jeadv \ am not, nor ever wa^ a member of 

any 
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any political fociety whatever; nor did I ever 
fign any paper originating with afiy of them. 
This I do not fay becaufe I have any qbjedion 
to fuch focieties, but my ftudies and purfuits 
have been of a different kind. 

I alfo wifh to aik Mr. Burke what authority 
he has for aflerting, that " I was made a citi- 
" zen of Prance, becaufe I had declared hof- 
" tility to the Constitution of England ?" 
This aflertion, like the preceding, is nothing 
elfe than a malignant calumny ; being an un- 
truth, which, in the prefent ftate of things, is 
calculated to do me the greateft injury. I was 
made a citizen of France at the fame time 
with Mr. Wilberforce, and feveral others; ^nd 
1 had no more previous knowledge of the mea- 
sure than he had; and will Mr. Burke fay 
that Mr. Wilberforce was made a citizen of 
France < 4 becaufe he had declared hoftility to 
*' the Conftitution of this country?" . 

Though few of my publications relate ta 
politics, I have more than once expFefled my- 
felfin favour of our Oonftitutiop, and I call 
upon Mr. Burke to fhew that I have ever writ-* 
ten any thing that can, by any fair conftru&km, 
be faid to be again/lit. I conceive myfelf to 
be a much better friend to the true principles 

of 



♦ 



PREFACE. XV 

of it than he now is. When Mr. Burke and 
I were acquainted, and we ufed to converfe 
on the fubje& of politics (for we had hardly 
any other common topic) our fentiments re- 
fpe&ing the Conftitution, and the principles 
of liberty in general, were, as I then con- 
ceived, the fame. ' Had I been in his prefent 
iituation with refpe£t to the favours of go- 
vernment, my opinions might have changed as 
his have done; but continuing in the fame 
fituation in that refpedt, my views of things 
have continued the fame* 

I would obferve on this occafion, that I do 
not fee the wifdom of making perfons ene- 
mies of the Conftitution whether they will or 
not. If the time fhould come, that this Con- 
ftitution fhall want the aid of all its friends, 
thofe who are now the moft forward to de- 
clare their attachment to it, may not be the 
moft to be depended upon. If we learn any 
tliii*g from hiftpry or obfervation, it is that 
boafting and infolence are generally followed 
by cowardice, and that patient fuffering is the 
mark of the trueft courage, 

Mr. Burkp's fneering at me for *< qot hav- 
* 4 ing been fufficiently rewarded for my great 
** feryices in philofapby politics ', and religion" 

is 



is a mean in(hft> in one balking in the fun* 
(bins of power, on an old acquaintance who is 
*nder its frdwns. What does Mr. Burke know 
of my Services in philofophy, or religion i 
when the probability i*» that he is utterly un- 
acquainted with any thing that I. have written 
on theiefubje&s ? When have 1 made any "boaft 
q{ my fervices, whatever they bp^or intimated 
^ny expectation of a reward? though erery 
man who gives his time to any important fab* 
jed deferves the thanks of his countrymen, 
whatever may have been his fuccefs. JHow^ 
ever, far from expe&bg aay reward, I fhall 
think myfelf very happy if I efcape without 
farther punishment. But that party fpirit, 
which is fo much inflamed by the writings ami 
jQ>eeches of Mr. Burke, gives me but little en- 
couragement to expeft fo much. 

Submitting tbefe obfervations to the eooler 
thoughts (if he have any fucfo) of Mr. Burke, 
and of your numerous readers, among fomg 
of whom I hope to meet with candour, 

I remain, Sir, 
Your very humble fervant, 

Clapton * . . 

Mrcb 7, 179$. J* Priestley, 
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God is our refuge and Jlrength> a very prcfent 
help in trouble. Pialm xl vi. 1 • 

MY CHRISTIAN BREtHREK, 

xv & are called upon by the governors of the 
nation, alarmed, no doubt, at the prefent 
ferious and very critical ftate of public affairs, 
to humble ourfelves before God, by fafting 
and prayer, that, as the fupreme difpofer of 
all events, he may be pleafed to avert the cala- 
mities with which we are threatened. With 
this call, we voluntarily and cheerfully com- 
ply. For though, in every thing refpc&ing 
God, arid our duty to him, we difclaim all 
human authority, praying when and how we 
pleafe, we arc ready to join with any of ouf 
brethren, of whatever denomination, in any 
aft of religion in which we are equally con- 
cerned# 

B None, 



2 Fafl Sermon for 179^. 

None, I truft, are more fenfible than we of 
th : - Chriftian Society are, of the univerfal do- 
minion of God ; that the fate of our nation, 
and of every other nation, is at all times in 
his hands ; that nothing can come to pafs 
without his appointment or permiffion ; and 
that he never appoints or permits any thing 
but for the beft of purpofes, refpe&ing the 
Jiappinefs of his creatures, of whom he is the 
true and common parent. 

In thisintereftingfituation, as creatures be- 
fore their Creator, we have nothing to da 
with what are called politics* We neither 
praife nor blame, thole who have the conduct 
of public affairs, for bringing us into this 
fituatron, or even confider whether they havfe 
brought us into this fituatidn or not. We 
have at this time nothing to do with the 
juftice or injuftice, according to the rules of 
human judgment, of the war in which we 
are engaged, or of any other meafures of ad- 
^ninift ration. For we are now to coniider 
'primary, and not fecondary caufes. We are 
^o confider every thing that has taken place 
as the a& of God, and not that of man, whom 
Tthe Supreme Being only employs as his in- 
ftruments, to bring about his great defigns. 

la 
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In other fituatioris, our judgments being as 
Free as thtiie of other men, we may freely praife 
or blame. We may, with our governors fcall 
the war in \vhich we are engaged \juji and he* 
tejfatyi or With many others, unjuft and un- 
neceflary: for with refpeft to things; of this 
nature* men will judge differently, according 
to the different views they have bf things. 
But with refpeft to God, whofe providence 
we now acknowledge, wemuft fuppofe every 
thing to be right ; that if calamity await us, 
it was proper, in the general plan of things; 
that it fhould befall us, and therefore that we 
muft fubmit to it, as under the righteous go- 
vernment of God; Having reco'urfe £0 fuch 
inethods as are neceflary to regain his favour^ 
by making Ourfelves the proper obje&s of it : 
that whatever it be that has been made "the 
inftrtirhent of Our affliction, it may be re* 
tnoved; 

I do not know any pbrtion of fcriplufe tnore 
proper for the fubjedi of our meditations* ac- 
cording id this general view of things, and 
the prefent circumftances of the nation, than 

1 

ihe whole of the pfalm from whifeh my text 
is taken* It contains fuch fentiments, as; if 
properly imprefled upon our minds, cannot 

Bi fail 
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fail to exhibit what is moft calamitous and 
alarming in it, in the moft favourable light 
that it will bear. It fliews us the hand of 
God in all the great events that affefl: the weU 
fare of fociety ; thence leading us to expect a 
happy conclufion of them, and in the mean 
time to make the beft ufe of the fcenes before 
us. 

It is true that, in the language of this 
pfalm, dejblation is noiv fpreading aver the 
earth. The flames of war are extending 
themfelves, in a manner unknown in any pe- 
riod of our times, and threatening us with ca- 
lamities altogether new, and therefore fuch as 
we cannot tell how tQ guard againft, or to 
prepare for. But we a*e here reminded, that 
though the paflions and the hands of men are 
employed as the inftruments, they are the de- 
flations that God is making in the earth; 
and we are invited to view them with atten- 
tion and without dread, as any other of the 
works of God. Come*, behold the works of the 
Lord, what dejolations he hath made in the earth. 

We are alfo led by the pfalmift, in the 

darkeft fcenes of providence, to put our truft 

in that Being who direfts the whole, not 

doubting but that he will bring good out of 

c all 
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all the evil. Bejtill y and know that I am God. 
I will be glorified in the Heathen. I will be ex- 
alted in the earth. And if God be finally glo- 
rified, we may be affured, that the iffue of all 
will be the virtue and happinefs of men. He 
is the common parent of all mankind, and 
thefe are thecorreftions that he is adminifter- 
ing for our common benefit. 

From this pfalm we learn, that it becomes 
good men in particular to have an eye to the 
hand of God in all events, and never to forget, 
that, tempeftuous as the times may be, there 
is an able though invifible pilot at the helm; 
a pilot who commands not only the {hip, but 
the waves themfelves ; fo that we have all the 
reafon in the world to make ourfelves per- 
fectly eafy as to the final iffue. God is our re* 
fuge injirength 9 a very prefent help in trouble. 
Therefore void we not fear ', though the earth be 
removed^ and though the mountains be carried 
into the mtdfi of the fea ; though the waters 
thereof roar and be troubled ; though the moun- 
tains Jhake with thefwelling thereof The Lord 
qfHoJls is with us, the God of Jacob is our re- 
fuge* 

Laftly, we are here taught to affure our* 

felves, that when wars, like difeafes or any 

B 3 other 
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other evils, (hall have anfwered the end fop 
which they were fent, (and we cannot doubt 
but that they will apfwer this end, and nq 
other) he who raifed the (lorrn will c^ufe it 
tQ ceafe. He maketh wars to ceafe from the, 
ends of the earth. He breaketh the 6ow^ and 
cutteth the f pear in f under. He burneth the cha^ 
riot in the fire.. 

In order to throw our thoughts into a pro- 
per channel on this occafion, I (hall, in this 
difcourfc, in the firft place, confider w^r as the 
work of God, (hewing that, calamitous as it is, 
it is, like all other evils, calculated to produce 
jpany goodeffe&s; and is therefore no un? 
fuitable means to be employed by the benevo- 
lent Ruler of the univerfe. Jn the fecond 
place I (hall confider what we, as under the 
moral government of God, muft do in order 
to remove the evil of war, and every other 
judgment infli&ed upon \is by a wife and juft 
providence; and in the laft place I (hall en- 
deavour to fqggeft fuch obfervatipns, as appear 
to me to refult from the doftrine on which ^ 
(hall infift, and to be particularly adapted to, 
the prefent ftate of the nation. 

In the firft place I propofe to confider war 
23 the work of God, (hewing that, calamitous 

as 
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as it is, it is calculated to produce ttaany gdod 

effe&s, and is therefore no unfuitable mdans 

• 

to be employed *by the benevolent Ruler of 
the univerfe, though generally implying the 
greateft guilt in men, who, to gratify their 
ambition, revenge, and other paflions, know- 
ingly involve millions of- their fellow crea- 
tures, for whom they have no feeling of com- 
paflion, in the moft complicated diftrefs. 

War does not materially differ from other 
afflictions, by which God is pleafed to inftruft 
the world, and correft the vices of it. The 
difcipline is, no doubt, fevere, but it is calcu- 
lated to be falutary. A ftate of perfeft fecu- 
rity, we well know, is highly unfavourable to 
virtue, and confequently to happinefs. With- 
out the alarms of war, mankind, in the early 
and rude ftate of fociety, would have funk into 
fuch a ftate of indulgence, as they Were 
never known to enjoy without finking into 
vices fatal to the health of their bodies, and to 
the tranquillity of their minds; and having 
no diftant enemy to unite them among them- 
felves, and promote thofe virtues which arife 
from a fenfe of having a common caufe and 
intereft, as benevolence and public fpirit; 
inftead of one enemy, who would give men 

B 4 difturb- 
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disturbance now and then, they would ia 
faft have many, who would have it in their 
power to do them perpetual injuries ; an4 they 
might fuffer more by continual ill offices;, 
from thofe with whom they had a conftant 
and neceflary intercourfe, than from an enemy 
more diftant. Aifo a ft^te qf great exertion, 
fuch as war makes neceflary, \s always a ftate 
pf great animation ; and this is better for man 
than a ftate of languor, which, till men be duly 
improved by difcipline and inftruftion, they 
Would naturally (ink into. 

War, by operating' like the peftilence, and 
pther difeafes, and various calamitous acci- 
dents, in rendering life precarious, is the dif? 
piplincof a wife and kind Providence, having 
very obvious ufes. Since a conftant fenfe Qf 
the uncertainty of life, and of all its enjoy- 
meats, is far better calculated tq form excel- 
lent characters, in the prefent ftate qf our 
minds in other refpe&s, than the idea of abfo- 
lute certainty with refpedt to life, or any thing 
%o lje enjoyed in it. It teaches us caution, yigir 
lance, vigorous exertion, fortitude, and refig? 
Ration to the will of God \ qualities without 
^yhich, there would be nothing to be greatly 
admired or efteemed in human nature. To 

fuppofc 
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fuppofe that men might have been trained to 
thefe virtues without the calamities of war, or 
difcipline of a fimilar nature, which render 
Jife and property uncertain, is what we are by 
no means authorized to do by obfervation or 
experience. 

Befides thefe benefits refulting from a ftate 
of war, as from evils of other kinds, which 
make a neceffary part of the general difqipline 
pf the world, many pofitive benefits have been 
jndire&ly derived from it. The exercife of 
the ingenuity of man, in devifin^ the means 
pf offence and defence in war, led the way to 
jhe difcovery of the qualities of metals, im- 
provements in mechanics, and other things 
highly ufeful in times of peace ; difcoveries, 
which it is probable that nothing but fo ftrong 
a ftimulus as refults from a ftate of war could 
have excited man to make. 

Conquefts made by war have contributed 
to mix, and thejreby to civilize, the different 
nations of thp world, when they might other- 
wife have continued much longer in that 
ftate of barbarifm, which would have reiulted 
from this want of intercourfe with each other. 

War has alfo been the means of .carrying 
^earning and learned men, where they would 

pevpr 
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never have gone voluntarily; and thus 
fcience, and improvements of various kinds, 
have had a more rapid fpread in the world. 
We complain, and juftly, of perfecution for 
confcience fake, as the moft unjuft and cruel 
of all wars ; confiding in the oppreffion of the 
wife, the virtuous, and the weak, by the ig- 
norant, the wicked, and the ftrong, But by 
this means true religion has. had a much more 
fpeedy and extenfive fpread in the world, thai} 
it could othervvife have obtained. Both the 
peopling and the prefent liberties of the North 
'American States were owing to the oppreffion 
of this country; and we cannot fay that it 
would ever have been peopled and civilized, 
by Chriftian inhabitants, or its liberties have 
been eftablifhed by any other means. At the 
fame time then that we juftly blame the de-* 
fignsand the conduft of men, who, to gratify 
their own paffions, brought fo much mifery 
on their fellow creatures ; let us acknowledge 
andblefsthe hand of God, which by means of 
fo much evil, has brought about fo much 
good. 

But though it cannot be denied that war 
has been produ&ive of many and great 
benefits to mankind, it is a kind of difcipline 
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£hat we fhall not ftand in need of, when th© 
world (hall have paffed its ftate of childhood 

and youth, in which we muft ppnfider it at 
prefent; and when we {hall be arrived at a 
ftate of greater maturity, in which we (hall 
jae capable of what may be called a more libe*- 
ral treatment. Having learned wifdom by 
long experience, we (hall be able to proceed 
in the pctfhs of knowledge, virtue, and happi? 
ji£f§, \yithout thofe feverities which were ne<? 
peflgry to dn*w us into them. 

Whatever foundation there may be for this 
pomparifon pf the whole human race, to the 
individuals of which it is compofed, .we are 
gxpref§ly affured in the Scriptures, that the 
happy time will come, when wars Jhall ceafe. 
We may therefore conclude, that hereafter 
they will be no longer neceffary. // Jball 
cpme topafs in the lajl days, (Ifaiah ii. 2.) that 
men Jhall beat their /words into ploughjharet, 
and their jpears into pruning hooks. Nation 
Jhall not lift up Jword againfi nation, neither 
jhall they learn war any more. This mod 
pleafing profpeft is confirmed by the concur- 
rent teftimony of many other prophecies. 
We may therefore look forward to it with 
the mpft aflured hope and joy. 

This 
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This great event will probably be brought 
about by natural and adequate caufes. Men 
will at length be convinced, though by long 
and dear-bought experience, that wars have 
almoft always been, made to gratify the am- 
bition or avarice of a few, at the expence of 
every thing that is dear to the many. Alfo 
both a fpirit of commerce, which is extending 
every day, and the, true principles of chrifti- 
anity, which we cannot but think will be 
better underftood and more generally diffufed, 
the more attention is given to it, will no doubt 
greatly contribute to bring about fo defirable 
an end. 

In the fecond place I am to (hew, what we 
muft do in order to remove the calamities of 
war, or any other judgment infli&ed by a wife 
aad righteous Providence ; and in order to do. 
this, I (hall take a more particular view of tl\e 
condudl of divine Providence with refpeft of 
war, and national calamities of every kind* 
Ihewing that they do not come without the 
will of God,, and in confequence of his dif- 
pleafure ; and therefore, that we have no rea- 
fon to expeft that the effecft will ceafe till the 
papfe be removed. 

Now we cannot too often or too ferioufly 

refleft, 
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reflect, and therefore 1 repeat the obfervation, 
that in the fituation in which we now are, wc 
have nothing to do with the (hare that men 
have had in the calamities we feel, or thofe 
that we fear ; but to confider the hand that 
God has had in them ; that, confidering what 
we have done to make him our enemy, we 
may do every thing that is in our power td 
make him our friend. For the prefent, there- 
fore, let us look off from men, in order to look 
upwards towards God, and inwards upon 
ourfelves. 

If we believe that the world is tinder the 
adminiftration of divine Providence, (and 

furely he that made the world will not negleft 
to attend to it ; he that formed men will not 
fail to watch over them) if we believe that 
nothing can come to pafs through the whoie 
extent of the works of God, without his 
knowledge and influence, that he does^whaf- 
foever he pleafes in the armies of heaven above 9 
and among the inhabitants of the earth here be- 
neat h , we muft believe with the prophet 
Amos, (iii. 6) that, properly fpeakihg, there is 
no evil in any city 9 or ftate, but God is 'the Au- 
thor of it ; and therefore that the evil will ndt* 
be removed, till he (hall think- proper *3 re- 
move 
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taove it, the real occafibn of it being retfrotfed 
in the fir ft place* 

If the immediate caufe of our fufferings be 
enemies without, or the bad condiift of ouf 
rulers at home, (for I mean to comprehend 
the political views of all parties) ftill it is by 
the permiffion of God, who ruleth among the 
children of men, that any country has fuch 
enemies, or fuch rulers. Bad minifters may 
be obtruded upon an earthly fovereign, who 1 
being no more than a man* may be deceived 
by men, and miftake his own intereft* as well 
as that of his people } but they cannot be oh-* 
truded upon a Being of perfedt difcernrfienfe 
and uncontrouled power* 

If David was a man after Gotts own heart 
for one purpofe, Nebiichadriezzar was rto lefs 
£o for another. The ptoud king of Affyria 
is exprefsly called ajlaffin the hand of God for 
the punifhment of various nations* and he! 
could do nothing but what the hahd which held 
the ftaff directed. In the eye of the world* 
particular men are faid to be out of their flaci y 
ox unfit for it ; but in the eye of Gad* no mart 
is out of his place. Pharaoh himfelf is ex- 1 
prefaly faid (Exod. ix. 16) to have bepn 
raiftdup by God, for one of the great eft pur* 

fofes 
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|>ofes in the courfe of his providence. In fa&; 
every perfon without exceptipn is where God 
has placed him ; and it is arraigning the wif- 
dom of his providence, to fay that he has 
placed him wrong, or that, however men may 
be difappointed in him, he is not qualified to 
a£t the part that God has given him to a& ; 
and if his counfels or conduft bring calamity 
tipoft any country, it was prccifely what God 
intended they (hould do. 

The death of feventy thoufand Ifraelites by 
peftilence, is.afcribed to the pride and folly of 
David in ordering the people to be numbered ; 
but then that thought is faid to have arifen in 
the heart of David, becaufe the Divine Beins 
thought proper to punifli that people. For 
in the following manner is the hiftory of that 
event introduced. 2 Sam. xxiv. 1. And again 
the anger of the Lord was kindled againji Ifrael^ 
and he moved David againji thern, to fay^ Go 
number Ifrael and Judah. So alio the de- 
finition of JerufaLem, and the captivity of 
the Jews by Nebuchadnezzar, were brought 
about by the infatuation of the. laft of their 
kings, Zedekiah ; but that very calamity had 
been threatened, and foretold, again and again, 
before Zedekiah was born, as a punifhcpe^t 

for 
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for the long prevailing wickednefs of the 
people in general. It is the fame God who 
ftill rules in the affaifs df men* The maxims 
of his government are alfo the fame. He ftill 
punifhes finful nations by means of weak ot 
wicked governors, and by wars and other ca- 
lamities, occafioned by th6 weaknefs or 
wickednefs of fuch governors ; and who Jhall 
fay unto him* JVbat doejl thou f 

It becomes us, therefore, now that we are 
affembled in the prefence of God, to have re* 
fpeft to him, and to his providence, and to 
-overlook the part that men may have had in 
our calamities. With rcfpeft to the war in 
which we are now engaged, fomeof you will 
entertain one opinion, and others of you a 
different one. But on this oCcafion we have 
nothing to do with the opinions, or politics of 
any party. What we have now to corifider is 
fimply this, that it has pleafed the Ruler of 
the uiiiverfeto affli£t almoft all Europe with 
the dreadful calamity of war, and therefore 
that all we fuffer, or have to fuffer, is the con- 
ference of the divine difpleafure ; and we are 
affqfed (Lam. iii. 33) that he never afflifis 
Willingly* or grieves the children of men. 

What we have to do f then, is, by due hu- 
mility 
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tnility before God, who loveth righteoufnefs and 
hateth iniquity ', and by proper condudt with 
refpeft to him, to endeavour to recover his 
favour ; fince he alone can remove the fcourge 
that he has brought upon us. And he can be 
no more at a lofs for proper and natural means 
to effect this defign of mercy* than be was to 
effect his defigns of judgment. If we acknow^ 
ledge God in all our ways, and by approving 
our hearts and our condufit before him, make 
it fit that we ihotild be reinftated in our late 
enviable Situation, he will eafily provide the 
means of doing it. \ Let us only return to the 
■Lord our God, and, as we read HoC vu i* be 
will return to us ; and as he has torn, he wiU 
alfo heal us ; as he has f mitt en, fo he will hind 
us up. 

This do&rine of the hand of God. being in 
all events, ought by no means to flacken our 
endeavours to better our condition in any 
refpeft ; becaufe God works by means of the 
natural paffions, and the natural adtivity of 
man. It is God who gives us day by day our 
daily bread, which we are therefore inftruded 
daily to pray for, as his gift ; and yet we dili- 
gently plow and fow the ground, and ufe other 
natural means to procure bread ; well knowing 
that it cannot be obtained without thofe 

C mean?. 
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means. In like manner, God has wifely pro- 
vided, in the courfe of his Providence, that 
wifdom and virtue have a drift and neceflary 
connexion with the profperity of a nation. 
Rigbteoufnefs exalt eth a nation, and fin is a 
reproach to any people. Pro v. xiv. 34. 

As to the particulars of our national 
fins, which, on a day of public fading and 
humiliation, we feem to be called upon to 
confefs and for fake, 1 (halt not, for obvious 
reafons, endeavour to point, them out to you. 
With refpedfc to (ins of a perfonal nature, all. 
men are nearly agreed ; but as to fins that are 
properly national* fuch as have had the com* 
currence of the governing powers of the na- 
'tion; and which they alone can put a ftop to, 
different perfons will form very different 
opinions.^ Nay, the very fame things, the 
lame political meafures, that fome perfons 
confider as highly iniquitous, and calling down 
the vengeance of God upon the nation, others 
ihink juft, neceflary, and on every account de- 
serving the higheft applaufe. Let eadh pcrfou 
then judge for himfelf, and do whatever may 
he. in his power towards the reformation of 
what he fhall deem to be amifs. 

. While I am exhorting to repentance and 
•reformation of manners, as the only effe&ual 

means 
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means of removing national calamities, by fe- 
curing the favour of Divine P/ovidence, I am 
fkr from thinking that, with refpeft to morals, 
we are worfe than other nations: though, 
confideriflgour fuperior advantages, with re- 
fpe& to knowledge and inftru&jon, this may- 
be the cafe* Nay, it by no means follows, 
that though we ihould be even better than- * 
other nations, Our fuffe rings may not be great 
and exemplary* We f6e that the mod inno- 
cent individuals are often, for wife and ex- 
cellent purpofes, made to drink deep of the 
cup of affliction ; and particularly it has not 
been unfrequent in the conduft of Divine Pro- 
vidence, to make nations mutual fcourges to 
each other ; and even for the virtuous to fuffer 
fnoft in the firft place, though greater puni(h- 
tnetits be referved for the more wicked after- 
wards. 

- In that moil juft war of the eleven tribes 
againft that of Benjamin, the former fuftained 
feveral fevere defeats, though the guilty tribe 
Was, almoft. exterminated at the lift. As we^ 
read i Pet. iv. 17. Judgment may begin at the 
houfe of God. But if the righteous fear rely be 
faved\, where JhaU the ungodly and thejinner 
appear ? 

C 2 Let 
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Let us then humble ourfejves before God, 
and while his judgments art abroad in the* 
earth s (Ifa, xxvi. 9) let us *//, without <Minc- 
tim> learn right eoufnefs , and be difpofed to 
peace. Let us more efpecially take care, that, 
* ftate of war, though conceived to be ever lb 
juft and neceflary, do not excite a fpirit of re- 
venge, and lead us to exult in the calamities of 
our fellow creatures, It is the duty of a 
Ghriftian to weep with all that weep, thotfgh 
the fufferers be our declared enemies. AH 
men are our brethren, and, like our common 
parent, we ihould neither inflidt, nor w?(h, 
any evil, but what we think will be productive 
of good to them, as well as to ourfelves. 
This, if we mud be at war, is to make war 
like men, and like Chriftians, if fuch an idea 
was not in itfclf abfurd. Every thing clfe is 
brutal rage, and favage barbarifm. 

We (hould ever confider war as a moft un- 
desirable means, to a very defiraWe end. Peace 
jfhould ever be our great objeft* and to delight 
in war itfelf, without any refpeft to that end, 
is nothing better than a difpoiitioh to robbery 
and murder, fan£ified indeed by the laws of 
men, and difguifed by other names; but the 
fame thing in the eye of reafon and of God. 

This 
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Thi6 obfefvatioa is folly applicable to the 
war in which we are now engaged with the 
people of France ; efpecially as they are our 
neighbours; to whom, asfuch, weowe every 
kind and friendly office, and with whom 
every a£t of hoftility, as of bad neighbourhood 
in any other cafe, ought to be the fubjeft of 
particular regret. For neighbouring nations, 
Hke neighbouring families, have it much in 
their power to aflift and befriend each other, 

and are therefore under a natural obligation fe 
to do. 

This leads me, in the laft place, to make 
fuch obfervaitions, and fuggeft fiich advices, as 
appear to me to refult from the do&rme on 
which I have been infifting, and to be particu- 
larly fuitablc to the prefent ftate of this cpuii- 
try. 

1. The confederation of Ood being the ul- 
fimate and proper Author of all events, and 
^onfequently of any calamity in which we 
may be involved, naturally tends to leffen our 
refentment againft men, as only the infttu* 
ments in the hand of God; though, in ajuffc 
view of things, it does not affe<ft our perfaa- 
fion of their guilt, which depends altogether 
on their difpqfitions and defigus, and not on 

Q 3 thole 
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thofe of the Being who makes ufe of them, 
and who brings good out of the evil that they 
intended. 

This habitual regard to God in all events, 
evidently had this happy effect on the mind of 
Jofeph. He never expreffed any refentmeitf 
againft his brethren on account of their fellipg 
him into Egypt, though for many years he 
had been a great fufferer by their {hocking in,- 
juftice and inhumanity. He even feemed de? 
firous that they ihould not refledt upon them-. 
felves for it, fo far did his piety and benevo- 
lence carry him. Now therefore, fays he to 
them, (Gen. xlv. 5) be not grieved, nor angry 
with y our 'J f elves, that ye fold me hither: for God 
fent me before you to preferve life, to preferve 
you a poJUrity in the earth. Again, when they 
applied to him after the death of their father, 
iutreating him to forgive them, agreeably to 
his dying requeft, he faid, Gen. 1. 19, Fear 
not, for am I'm the place of God? As for you, 
ye thought evil againfi me, but God meant it 

unto, good, io bring to pafs as it is this day, to 

fave much people alive* Now, therefore, fear 

ye not. I will nourijh you and your little ones,. 

And he- comforted them,, and fpake kindly untot 

them. 

The 
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The fame confideration was the means of 
retraining the anger of David agaiuft Shimei, 
who curfed him fo bitterly in his flight from 
Abfalom, faying, (2 Sam. xvi. 10) So let him 
£urfe> becaufe the Lord bath f aid unto 6im> Curfe 
David. 

From this principle, every truly pious per* 
fon, who acknowledges the hand of God itt 
all events, is difpofed to regard the wicked, 
as well as the weak, with more compaffion 
than anger ; and this has a much happier ef- 
fect on the mind, both ia calming its own 
emotions, and exciting our endeavours to pro* 
mote the reformation and welfare of others. 

If the fituation of our country, in the eye of 
God, be fuch as really to require the cala- 
mities we experience, or thofe that we fear, 
it is vain to indulge our refentment againft 
the mere inftruments of them. For if they 
were removed, others would be found, tiH 
the ends of Divine Providence were fully an- 

fvvered. 

This confideration fhould not, however, 
iead us to a tame and blind acquiefcence in all 
political meafu res, nor prevent our endeavours 
to do ourfelves juftice, whenever we conceive 
that we have received an injury, and the re- 

C 4 drefs 
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drefs of it is *n our power ; but by leading us 
%o look ip thp firft place to the primary caufe 
pf opr fufferrpgs, pur atteption will be more 
calpi, and our endeayours better dire&pd, with 
refpeft to the fecondary caufe of them ; an4 
we fhall be better prepared either to fuffer 
with refignation, or to aft with vigour, as pc- 
pafjop may reqpire, 

In all cafes, the piety of a true Chriftiap 
will abatp much of bis animpfity ag^inft men t 
He will vyifh well to his country, (though not 
excluiively of the reft of his brethren of man- 
kind) and he \<m11 endeavour to make himfelf 
as.uleful as he poffibly can ; but he will be 
moll: folicitous to promote the caufe of virtue 
and religion; confident that this is the beft 
means of averting national calamities of every 
kind, that men and ilatefmen, friends or ene- 
mies, are only inftrumeuts in the hands of 
God, and that good will be made to refult 
from all evil. 

2. The war in which we are now engaged, 
though peculiar in its nature, and threatening 
to be peculiarly calamitous to all the nations 
concerned in it, belides being attended with 
the advantage to be expected from calamity in 
general, in making men ferious, reprefling 



Paji Sermon for 1795. 25 

vice and excefs of every kind$ and inculcating 
moderation and fobriefy of mind, promifes to be 
peculiarly infiruEHve> with refpe& to matters 
both of a civil and of an eccleftafticai nature* 

This war, in common with rooft others, is 
in part t no doubt, a war of ambition ; the. par- 
ties concerned in the alliance againft France 
/probably all of them except ourfelves) hoping 
to be gainers, by getting an additioual extent of 
territory, little as fuch an addition of dominion 
contributes to the real benefit of the fubje&s* 
though it adds to the imaginary glory of the 
prince. But what is peculiar to this war, is, 
that it is a war refpe&ing the principles of go* 
yernment, and therefore necefl&rily leads to the 
difcuffion of the fubjedt, infinitely more thau 
fitiy writings ; and all difcuffion. leads to know- 
ledge, and all real knowledge to improvement. 
We may expe<9t, therefore, that, whatever be 
the iffue of the war with refpeft to victories or 
defeats, it will lead to the melioration of the 
conditio^ of men, as members of civil fociety. 

3. This war is fometimes called a war 
of religion, it being thought that, in the 
new government of France, there is to be no 
proper eftablifhment of any form of religiou 
whatever. Here then will be another gre^t 

experiment 
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experiment added to that in North America, 
to decide the queftion, whether the bufinefs of 
religion j and that of civil government, can be 
better conducted feparately* or in conjunction. 
But, in faft, experience has already decided 
this great queftion. We have already feeft 
what it is that an eftablifhment of religion 
has been able to do in France. Under what 
mode of government in this refpeft, was the 
'great number of unbelievers that is fo much 
complained of in France formed, but under an 
eftablifhment, a form of religion prefcribed, and 
provided for by the ftate ? It is not even pre- 
tended, that, excepting the cafe of the emi- 
grant clergy, they have been the irreligious 
that have banifhed the religious. For it is ac- 
knowledged that the emigrant noblefle had as 
little religion as the members of the National 
Convention, ail of whom, however, are by no 
means unbelievers in Chriftianity. In faft, 
the civil eftablifhment of Chriftianity had at- 
moft extinguifhed every thing of real Chrif- 
tianity in the country ; the iuperior clergy 
themfelves, having, by repute, as little of it 
as the noblefle. And it will not be pretended, 
that the Atheifm, now fo generally afcribed to 
the French nation, was produced by the revo- 
lution, 
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lutiori, and did not exift in the countrj 
before. Can it be doubted, then, but that a 
friend to real Chfiftianity muft be m eijemy 
to the civil eftablifbment of it ? , 

4. As a believer in revelation, and confe* 
quently in prophecy, I am led by the prefent 
afpeft of things, to look forward to events cf 
the greateft magnitude and importance, lead- 
ing to the final happy ftate of the world. At 
every idea of this kind* unbelievers wiM 
fmile. But I am now addreffing a fociety of 
ChriftianSj belieyers in revelation and in pro*- 
phecy, as well as rayfelf j and I fee no reafon 
to be afhamed of this belief. 

Three great events feenx to be pretty clearly 
announced in the prophetical books of Scrip- 
ture, and to have a connexion with each 
other, viz. the fall of An^ichrift, (probably 
the Papal power) that of the Turkifh empire, 
$nd the return of the Jews to their own coun- 
try, Judea. And, according to the uniform 
language of prophecy % this laft event is to be 
preceded by a ftate of very great calamity, fuch 
as the world had never known before. In Da- 
niel it is feid, (chap, xik *) that Jhall be a time 
qf trouble y fuch as there never was Jince there 
% was 
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was a nation j even to that fame time ; and at 
that timejhall thy people be delivered* 

I am far from being Angular in my ideas on 
this fubjeft. Dr. Hartley, one of the greateft 
and raoft intelligent, as well as one of the beft 
of men, takes it for granted, that " great 
44 temporal evils and woes," as he fays(0£/*r- 
vatiens on Man, Vol. II. p. 220) * 4 will fall 
44 upon the nominal Chriftian ftates of thefe 
44 Weftern parts, this Chriftian Babylon," as 
he ftyles thetn, " before the great revolution 
44 predicted in the Scriptures; before the 
44 kingdoms, of the world, become the king* 
44 dom of the Lord, and of his Chrift." 

After pointing out the probable, caufes of 
this great calamity, he fays, p. 445, 44 It 
44 would be great raflinefs to fix a time for the 
44 breaking of thef ftorm, that hangs over our 
44 heads ; as it is blindnefs and infatuation not 
44 to fee it, not to be aware that it may break* 
44 And yet this infatuation has always attended 
44 falling ftates. Thejdngdomsof Judah and 
44 Ifrael were thus infatuated. Let no one," 
he then adds, 44 deceive himfelf, or others. 
44 The prefent circumftarxces of the world, 
44 are extraordinary and critical, beyond what 
w iC has ever yet happened." If they were fo 

when 
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when he wrote, how much rnord are they {& 
now ? 

The power of the Pop? is now rapidly on 

the decline. It has loft, its beft fupports ; and 

France, which gave* the Popes their temporal 

fovereignty, is now moft * hoftile to them. 

This exa&ly agrees with the prophecies. All 

thfr other powers of Europe, which have. bad 

but one mind % (Rev. xvii. 13) and have given 

their power and ftrength to the beafi, as this. 

Artichriftian power is alfo called j thefe are 

all to hate the harlot, (as the fame power is 

alfo termed) to make her dejolate and bare, and 

even to eat herfiejh and burn her with fire. For 

God will put it into their hearts to fulfil bit 

willy and to agree, and give their kingdoms, to the 

beajl % until the words of God jhall be fulfilled. 

The Turicifh empire alfo feems to be fhak- 
ing to its bafe, fo that it will probably foon 
fall; and then,. though I own no prefent ap- 
pearances favour the expectation, I {hall look 
with confidence for the accomplishment of the 
numerous prophecies relating fo the reftora* 

tion of the Jews. 

.But thefe fevents are to be preceded by great 
calamities, fuchafcnow perhaps we fee-the be-. 
ginning of. Happy, my brethren, they, who 

by 
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fry the help of a firm faith in the Providence 
of God, and obedience to his will, (hall be 
prepared for thefe events ; whether we be fo 
happy as to furvive the ftofm, and fee the 
glorious times which are to follow, or not. But 
to accomplilh all thefe events, will probably 
be a work of considerable time, 

5. While* with the feelings of humanity, 
and as becomes Christians, we weep with thefe 
that weep* and who, in the prefent extenfive 
calamity will, no doubt, be very numerous, 
both at home among ourfelves, and abroad * 
among our allies and our enemies, let us not 
lofe light of thofe juft and enlarged views of 
things which are fuggefted by the considera- 
tion, that the Lord reigneth; while this 
is the cafe, the earthy and all the inhabitant* 
of it, have reafon to rejoice* PfaL xevii.* 1. 
This confideration throws a ftrong beam of 
Hght on the darfceft part of the fcene that is 
now, or ever can be, before us; and will 
enable us, with a calm and fteady eye, to attend 
rothe origin, the progrefs, and the tendency, of 
the approaching ftorm; to the caufes, and the 
confluences, of all the great arid calamitous 
events that will probably come before us, 
though ourown deareft interefts, and thofe of 

the 
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the pcrfons for whom we are the raoft con- 
cerned, be involved in them. While we know- 
that nothing can come to pafs but by the ap-* 
point ment of God» the wife and benevolent 
Ruler of the univerfei we tnuft always havfc 
more reafon to hope than to fear, to rejoice 
than to grieve. And fince the arguments for 
the goodnels of God oblige us to fuppofe that 
there is at all times more happinefs than mi- 
fery in the world, and we arenolefs to rejoice, 
with thofe that rejoice ', than to weep with thofe 
that weep) let us not fail to confider that the 
evils we may fee are more than balanced by the 
jjw</that at prefent we do not fee, and efpeci- 
ally by that which will be. the refult of the 
evil. 

Since we have reafon to believe that the 
world is deftitied to a ftate <&f great improve- 
ment in knowledge, virtue, and happinefs, let 
us, where our conduct can have no influence, 
tiifpaflionately obferve the wonderful manner 
in which the great, though probably calami- 
tous, events that are before us. will operate to 
fy good an end,. And efpecialiy let each of us, 
according to our ability and opportunity, zea- 
loufly co-operate with thoie glorious .views of 
Divine Providence, by doing v^w thing 4* 
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our power to diminifh the mafs of evil, alrid to 
add to the common ftock of knowledge, of 
virtue, and of happinefs. 

It is a great and momentous aera to which we 
are brought. A great improvement will, no 
doubt, be finally made in the condition of man, 
and happy will be the willing inftruments of 
it. They are* in the language of the Apoftle, 
(2 Cor. vi. 1 ) workers together with God. Whe- 
ther we be immediately employed in advanc- 
ing any branch of liberal and ufeful know- 
ledge, promoting the caufe of public virtue, 
or public liberty, or any thing that tends tQ 
general happinefs, we (hall a<5l an ufeful part 
in the great drama; and whether we live to 
finifli the part we are engaged in a&ing, or be 
cut off in the midft of it, our work, or that part 
of it that we were appointed to perform, 
will be completed, and we (hall receive the 
plaudit of our Judge, Well done, good and faith- 
ful fervants* To thofe who are ufefully and 
properly ^fnployed, nothing can come ami fs. 
And though we may not live to fee the 
great cataftrophe to which things are ripen- 
, ing,(for that is probably very diftant) we may 
rejoice in feeing as much of it as we may be 
permitted tg fee in this world ; and when we 

awake 
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awake at the refurredtion, we (hall find the 
great work, which had been the object of all 
our wifhes and endeavours, completed in its 
full extent, and (hall reflect with unfpeakable 
{atisfa&ion on the part that we ourfelyes have 
been called forth, and enabled, to a& in it. 

Laftly* In all events, whether we are 
called forth to do more or lefs, it is our ne- 
ver failing confolation, that while the Lord 
reigneth 9 the earth* and efpecially the righte- 
ous in it, have reafon to rejoice; for though 
clouds and darknefs be round about him, righte- 
oufnefs and judgment are the foundation of his 
throne. Pf. xcvii. 2. 

Whatever be the fate of particular indivi- 
duals, diftinguifhed for their virtue and abi- 
lity, it is wifely provided in the courfe of 
Divine Providence, that great occafions call 
forth, and in fadt create, great characters, 
fuch as the occafions require; and by whofe 
generous exertions the evils are furmounted, 
and a better ftate of things brought about. 

If we read the hiftory of the civil commo- 
tions in this country, in France at various 
periods, or in America, we fhall find extra- 
ordinary men unexpectedly rifing up to a£t 
the moft important parts; men who had ne- 
ver been, heard of before, and whom nothing 

D but 
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but fuch great occafions could have produced. 
Read the hiftory of the great plague in L<ort- 
don, that of Marfeilles, or that of any period 
of great Calamity, of any kind* or in any 
Country, at leaft a chriftian one, and you will 
find no want of men proper for them, fuiN 
able pilots for every ftortn ; and let us not 
doubt but that this will be the cafe, if ever 
any great calamity, from which no condition 
of man is exempt, (hould befall this country 
of ours. 

It is another confolation, that feafons of 
war, and great calamities of any kind, can- 
not, in their own nature, be of long conti- 
nuance. In proportion to their violence, 
they muft be of (hort duration ; and as in 
the natural world, ftorms and hurricanes aro 
pf ufe in clearing the atmofphere, produc- 
ing a better temperature of air, and * more 
ferene and clpudlefs Iky, than could have been 
had without them, let us not doubt but that 
the fame will he the iffue of ftorms and hur- 
ricanes in the civil world, be their violence 
ever fo great, and the devaftation they make 
etfer fb sxtenfive* 

Ifr.the calamitous times that I fear are ap- 
proaching Ihouid prove to be thofe which are 
amipunced in prophecy, as the greateft that 

the 
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the world (ball ever experience, whatever be 
their duration, they will, according to tho> 
fame prophecies, introduce a ftate of things 
the moid truly paradiiiacal and happy, and of 
the longeft continuance. It will be the proper 
kingdom p/God, and of heaven , that kingdoni 
which is typified by the little /lone in the vi* 
fion of Nebuchadnezzar, which was cut out' 
of the mountain without hands, which felt 
upon,, and brake in pieces the whole of that 
image which reprefented all the preceding 
empires, and became itfelf a great mountain 
filling the whole earth. It will take place of 
all other modes of government, and continue 
for ever. Dan* ii. 44, &c. 
. Coincident with the fame great epocha iq, 
the ftate of the world may be, according to 
fome interpretations of the book of Revela- 
tions, what is called the firfi refurre£fion 9 or 
that of the eminently wife and good in ever^ 
preceding age, and efpeciaiiy the perfecuted 
for righteoufnefs' fake, who in (bme fenfe or 
other will live and reign with Chrifl a thoufand 
years. Rev f xx. 4. 

Whether this be literally true, or ©ot, the 
fufferings of the eminently piou6 and virtuous, 
and of the intrepid in the caufe of truth and 
religion, cannot be, comparatively fpeaking, 
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of long continuance, and will be fucceeded 
by ages of glory and happinefs. Let the op- 
preflbr do his worft, there is a limit fixed by 
a fuperior power that he cannot pafs. The 
zvrath of man /hall be made to praife God i 
and the remainder of that wrath he will re- 
frain. Pf. lxxvi. 10* Under the govern- 
ment of this great and good Being all the af- 
flidtions to which we can be expofed in this 
world are in fa<St light and momentary ; and 
if they be endured with patience, fortitude, 
3nd true piety, they will be the means of 
working out for us, as the Apoftle fays* 
a Cor. iv. 1 7, a far more exceeding^ even an 
eternal weight of glory. They cannot ex- 
tend beyond the term of the prefent life, 
which, as James fays, (ch. iv. 14) is but as a 
vapour which appeareth for a little time 9 and 
then vanijheth away. 

Having this faith in the government of 
God, and the prophecies of Scripture, let us 
continue fie df aft 9 immoveable 9 always abounding 
in the work of our Lord, knowing that our la- 
bour Jh all not finally be in vain in the Lord. 
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